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Verses 

Through the sword, Charalambos, you were deemed worthy 

Of the brightness and joy of the Martyrs. 

On the tenth, Charalambos, you were cut from the neck. 

Life of the Holy Hieromartyr Charalambos of Magnesia the Wonderworker  

 
 

On the 10th of the month (of February), we keep the Memory of the Blessed 

Hieromartyr Charalambos, of Saints Porphyrios and Baptus, the tormentors of Saint 

Charalambos, and of the Three Holy Women of Magnesia, who on beholding his 

martyrdom believed in Christ and were beheaded. 
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By Hieromonk Makarios of Simonopetra  

The holy, glorious Martyr Charalambos lived at the time of the Emperor Septimus Severus 

(194-211) in the city of Magnesia on the River Meander near Ephesus.* He was 107 years 

old and had ministered as priest to the Christians of the city for many years, devotedly 

instructing them in the way of truth and preaching Christ to all, regardless of the threats of the 

pagans. 

 

When he was denounced as a dangerous mischief-maker and brought before the tribunal of 

the Governor Lucian, he responded to his threats in these terms, ―You little know what is for 

my good and well-being. Nothing could be more pleasing to me than to suffer for Christ. So 

don’t hesitate to put my old body to the tortures you deem the worst, and you will learn that 

the power of my Christ cannot be overcome.‖ He was then stripped of his priestly robe by the 

tormentors, who tore his flesh with iron claws without being able to elicit a single cry of pain 

from him. On the contrary, he said, ―Thank you, brothers. In flaying my old body, you are 

renewing my soul and preparing it for everlasting blessedness.‖ 

 

 
 

When the Governor saw the steadfastness of the old man, far from repenting and giving glory 

to God, he hurled himself at him in uncontrollable rage, tearing at his skin with his bare 

hands. Then, by an act of God, his hands were suddenly severed and remained claw-like and 

lifeless on the Martyr’s body. Moved to pity by the tyrant’s cries and supplications, Saint 

Charalambos gave himself to prayer and obtained his healing. This astonishing miracle and 

demonstration of the love of Christians for their enemies brought Lucian, as well as the 

tormentors Porphyrios and Baptus, to believe in Christ God and to renounce the cult of idols. 

Three women onlookers also rushed forward and fearlessly proclaimed their faith. The 

grateful Governor was immediately baptized by the Saint and a great many inhabitants of the 

province of Asia were won for Christ. 

 

When the Emperor Severus learned that the inhabitants of Magnesia and the surrounding 

country were abandoning idolatry and receiving holy Baptism from the old priest who had 

been condemned to death; that the blind were recovering their sight at his prayer and the 

crippled were walking, he was very troubled indeed. He immediately sent 300 soldiers to 

Magnesia with orders to bring the Saint, nailed and chained, to Antioch in Pisidia where he 

was residing. The soldiers treated the old man very badly on the road, until the horse on 

which they had set him suddenly uttered a condemnation of the Emperor as an enemy of God, 

and of his soldiers as slaves of the devil — to the great terror of the military, who for the 

remainder of the journey did the Saint no harm. 

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-jFKFVLDHHfE/VNoolmU40II/AAAAAAAAtDE/lDYx1z8ZLbM/s1600/haralambos%2Bfirst%2Bmartyrdoms.JPG
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As soon as the venerable old man was brought before him, the Emperor had him thrown into 

a blazing furnace with a long skewer through his chest. However, the fire went out as soon as 

it touched the Saint who, to the Emperor’s astonishment, remained insensible to what he 

suffered. What was the secret of his invulnerability, the tyrant wanted to know. ―The power 

of Christ!‖ replied the Saint. Severus then put this to the test and presented him with a man 

possessed by a demon for thirty-five years. The Saint drove out the unclean spirit with a 

single word. Severus next produced the corpse of a young man about to be buried. After 

addressing a fervent prayer to God, Saint Charalambos gave the youth his hand and, to the 

Emperor’s amazement, raised him from the bier as though from sleep. 

 

Then the Prefect Crispus shouted, ―Your Majesty should put this sorcerer to death straight 

way!‖ At this, the Emperor’s hatred broke out again and he commanded Saint Charalambos 

to sacrifice to the idols. On his refusal, he ordered them to break his jaw with stones and to 

set his beard on fire. But God acted once again. The flames turned on the tormentors and the 

place where they stood was shaken by an earthquake. 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-MN1D8VYIgkw/VNoo7Onws3I/AAAAAAAAtDU/T0lSTeKmt38/s1600/harlambos%2Bscraped.JPG


                                                        SAINT CHARALAMBOS 

                                                                        Page 4 of 29 

 
 

Lifted up off his throne and suspended in the air, the Emperor was whipped for a good while 

by unseen angels. On learning of his predicament, his daughter Galinia confessed Christ as 

Almighty and came to implore the holy Martyr to release her father from chastisement. This 

he did; but the Emperor’s amazement at the power of God was short-lived, and he soon 

returned to his idolatrous madness. Despite the remonstrances of Galinia, who reminded him 

of the divine blessings which had lighted on him, he kept Saint Charalambos in custody and 

had him tortured anew. He also turned on Galinia and threatened her with death unless she 

sacrificed. She made as if to obey but, on entering the temple, she threw the statues to the 

ground and broke them in pieces. Severus sent to the foundry to have new statues cast, but 

she shattered these too, so that he became a laughing-stock. 

 

Severus then made a last attempt to break the instigator of his daughter’s conversion. But 

Saint Charalambos withstood every device of his tormentors with adamantine fortitude and 

all the onlookers were dazzled by the brilliance of Grace. He welcomed the death sentence 

with joy, and, on reaching the place of execution, he raised his hands and eyes to heaven. He 

thanked God for having brought him to the issue of his contest, and he asked Him to grant 

salvation of soul, health of body and abundance of good things in the name of His Martyr. A 

voice from heaven was then heard. ―Come Charalambos, valiant in fight, to share in the joy 

and splendor of the Martyrs and holy priests!‖ His head fell beneath the sword on February 

10th and his body was buried by the blessed Galinia. 

 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-dzl1w7OWOxM/VNopCV7AIiI/AAAAAAAAtDc/aUglv6Tckzo/s1600/haralambos%2Bfire.jpg
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The skull of Saint Charalambos is kept at the Monastery of Saint Stephen at Meteora. The 

fragments of his holy relics, which are to be found in many places in Greece and elsewhere, 

accomplish frequent miracles and have made Saint Charalambos, the most aged of all the 

holy Martyrs, especially dear to the people of Greece. 

 
* It should be noted that the hymns for this feast indicate he was from Magnesia in Thessaly, Greece. 
 
From The Synaxarion: The Lives of the Saints of the Orthodox Church, Vol. 3, compiled by 
Hieromonk Makarios of Simonos Petra and translated from the French by Christopher Hookway 
(Chalkidike, Greece: Holy Convent of the Annunciation of Our Lady, 2001) pp. 463-466. 
 

Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone 

O wise Charalambos, you were proven an unshakable pillar of the Church of Christ; an ever-

shining lamp of the universe. You shone in the world by your martyrdom. You delivered us 

from the moonless night of idolatry, O blessed one. Wherefore, boldly intercede to Christ that 

we may be saved. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Ly9spDQYtIo/VNopOb7s4VI/AAAAAAAAtDk/Bc1kQIk45EA/s1600/haralambos%2Bbeheading.jpg
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Kontakion in Fourth Tone 

O Hieromartyr, athlete, champion Charalambos, your relics are a priceless treasure of the 

Church. Wherefore she rejoices, glorifying the Creator. 

                                Saint Charalambos as a Model for our Lives  

 

Holy Hieromartyr Charalambos of Magnesia (Feast Day - February 10) 

By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas 

Saint Charalambos came from Magnesia in Asia Minor. Born in the late first century he was 

martyred at the age of 113.  

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_qpE5hNwi618/S3M8NPj4JmI/AAAAAAAAEQc/gqMWot9HbWs/s1600-h/haralambos+icon.jpg
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When persecution broke out against the Christians during the reign of Septimius Severus, 

certain spiritual children of Saint Charalambos tried to persuade him to escape, so as not to be 

caught. He, of course, refused, because it is impossible for a good shepherd to abandon his 

flock in time of danger and because he was ready at every moment to give his confession and 

be martyred.  

 

He was arrested and tortured inhumanly, but faced the horrific torture with admirable 

bravery, after boldly confessing his faith. Several soldiers, among those ordered to torture the 

elder priest, seeing him endure inhumane torture with such bravery, but also with incredible 

tranquility, as well as the wonders that came about due to his prayers, believed in Christ and 

confessed Him as their Lord and God. The prefect was alarmed by the change in the group 

and ordered that he be set free. Later, the same Severus, unable to endure the boldness and 

the bravery of the elder, ordered for his beheading. 

 

Taking cue from the life and deeds of Saint Charalambos, we would like to highlight the 

following: 

 

First, the name Charalambos is complex. It consists of the noun hara (χαρά = joy) and the 

verb lambo (λάμπω = shine). Truly, Saint Charalambos had a face that shined and radiated 

perfect joy. "Perfect joy resides in humility, while the joy of beginners is not free of the 

imagination" (Saint Diadochos of Photiki). He had a peaceful, serene and cheerful 

disposition, even during the time of his horrible torture. 

 

Joy is not a mere sentiment or feeling, but the fruit of the Holy Spirit, given to those who 

with the sacramental life and asceticism purified their nous and heart from the passions and 

the joy of the Holy Spirit came to dwell within them. Joy is closely linked with humility and 

repentance. When a person repents and returns to God, then all of heaven rejoices, Saints and 

Angels. "There will be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents" (Lk. 15:7). And when the 

same repents sincerely, they receive the forgiveness of their sins and taste the grace of the 

Holy Spirit, according to their receptivity. 

 

Joy is associated with selfless love, which is also a fruit of the Holy Spirit. In the Parable of 

the Prodigal Son, spoken by Christ, we clearly see how joy is closely associated with true 

love. When the prodigal son returns to his familial home (the Church), his father (the Holy 

Triune God) runs to meet him with open arms. He dresses him in the brilliant outfit of Divine 

Grace, gives him the ring of sonship, sacrifices the fatted calf (His Only-begotten Son), and 

they rejoice and are glad. 

 

When a person is dominated by their passions, and especially the ill-fated passion of pride, 

they cannot truly rejoice in their life. Saint Silouan the Athonite would say that a person will 

suffer in this life until they acquire humility. The older brother, of the parable which we 

discussed, could not rejoice with his father and brother, because he did not truly love. His 

love was false and passionate, as he was dominated by the passion of pride and envy. 

 

Second, Saint Charalambos did not abandon his flock in the time of danger. So it is with the 

genuine disciples of Christ. They do not sacrifice others that they may live, but they are 

sacrificed for their flock, for whom, moreover, they toil daily with great selflessness and 

willingness. 

 

The Saints face many and great temptations in their life, and they mourn for their passions 

and sins. But they do not feel measureless sadness and despair, nor is their rejoicing 

measureless, but they are temperate in their joy and their sadness, because they know very 

well that "much sadness leads the soul to despair, as much joy leads it to pride. The 

intermediate state between sadness and joy is hope" (Saint Diadochos of Photiki). Then the 

Grace of God consoles and gladdens the soul that is humbled and mourns for its sins. 
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Many times "when we constantly think about the future, we lose the present and do not truly 

rejoice in our life" (Saint Nektarios). Confidence in God's love drives away agonizing care 

and anxiety, that literally darkens our life and does not allow us to truly rejoice. 

 

Usually we complain that the society in which we live does not allow us to truly enjoy our 

life, as if it is to blame for our passions, mistakes and failures. Whether our life is heaven or 

hell, others are not to blame, but ourselves, because our fellowmen are not our hell, as the 

atheist existentialists say, but they are our joy. Saint Seraphim of Sarov, when he met certain 

people, called them his joy. Instead of another greeting, he would say to them: "Christ is 

Risen, my joy." 

 

Perfect joy cannot exist without humility and love. Besides, our salvation takes place within 

humility, repentance and selfless love towards others, the least of the brethren of Christ. 

 
 

 
A portable icon of the Hieromartyr Haralambos. Saint Haralambos holds the gospel in his left hand 
and blesses with his right hand. His long beard is a characteristic of the solemnity and the holiness 
that exudes. The icon is from the 18th century. 
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                               Miracles of the Skull of Saint Charalambos  

 
 

"If it please Thy goodness to ask a gift of Thee, I beseech Thy majesty and dominon to grant 

this favor: to whomsoever should find or possess a portion of my relics, and in whichsoever 

land he may be celebrating the memory of my martyrdom, may he never suffer from hunger 

or plague or pestilence or an untimely death or destruction from an evil man, or injury to 

crops. I pray that he may be firm in peace, salvation of soul, and health of body. I entreat that 

he enjoy plenty of wheat, oil, and wine, together with an abundance of livestock and other 

good and useful possessions...." 

- Final Prayer of St. Charalambos 

 

The most holy relics of Saint Charalambos have been distributed, for the sake of reverence, 

everywhere to Orthodox Christians. The relics have the grace and power to help, heal and 

defend believers with countless miracles which prove this to be true. The Saint is particularly 

acclaimed as the protector and guardian against all types of plagues and virus strains. Those 

who trust in him neither become carriers nor are infected. 

 

The Holy Skull of St. Charalambos is found today at the Holy Monastery of Saint Stephen 

the Protomartyr, a convent at Meteora in Thessaly. In it's history, the faithful who have 

had unhesitating faith in Saint Charalambos have brought the Holy Skull into their homes and 

cities to save them from danger. With reverence and piety, they have performed a service of 

sanctification for holy water as well. With the help of God, through His great martyr, He has 

preserved the faithful sound and untroubled during epidemics. Many of these miracles are 

recorded in publications produced by the Monastery of Saint Stephen. 

 

One such miracle occurred in 1812 when a devastation of dengue plague made many ill 

throughout Epirus. Then someone named Molossos, the father of Zotou Molossou, who wrote 

a dictionary of Saints, went to Meteora and brought to Epirus the skull of Saint Charalambos 

and ended the plague and many deaths. 

 

The Greco-Turkish War took place in 1897. The Turks managed at that time to steal the Holy 

Skull, yet after hitting the silver reliquary a thousand different ways to bust it open to take 

only the expensive reliquary, their efforts failed. Instead a great sickness befell the Turks. 

35,000 Turks died of typhoid in Thessaly by a miracle of the Saint. 

 

When the Sultan heard how great a number in his army died in Thessaly, he wrote the 

Commander of the Turkish army in Thessaly, Edem, the following question in a letter: 

 

"How did we lose so many soldiers in Thessaly if we have not yet gone to battle with the 

Greeks?" 
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Edem responded: "As many Turks who ruined churches and monasteries died of typhoid. I 

could not prevent the hand of God. All the evil Turks died horribly!" 

 

Though the largest portion of the Holy Skull of Saint Charalambos is at Meteora, a smaller 

portion (pictured above) rests in New Iraklitsa. It was housed in the Church of St. George in 

old Iraklitsa in Asia Minor. Then in 1922, together with the Greek refugees, it came to New 

Iraklitsa in Kavala and is now housed in the Church of Panagia Faneromeni. 

 

 

Kontakion 

Since the Church hath gained thy head as a precious treasure, Hieromartyr, athlete, and great 

trophy-bearer of the Lord, Charalambos, she doth rejoice, while glorifying her Master and 

Fashioner.  

 

Praises in Tone One 

Gather together with fervor, ye children of the Church; come forth ye all, and honor the most 

ven’rable relics of godly Charalambos, who boldly proclaimed Jesus Christ in the stadium, 

and who convicted the error of godless men as he magnified the Fashioner.  

 

Doxastikon of the Praises in the Plagal of the First Tone 

Your precious skull, O divine Saint, is like an alabaster box that is full and pouring out cures, 

like very costly fragrant oil. It wondrously perfumes the faithful, and it delivers from every 

evil those who approach it with faith. It exterminates foul‐smelling delusion, diseases of 

every kind, and the pandemic plague, and it grants good health to all, as well as peace and 

great mercy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://panagiairaklitsa.gr/?page_id=87
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The Incorrupt Left Hand of Saint Charalambos 

 
 

"If it please Thy goodness to ask a gift of Thee, I beseech Thy majesty and dominon to grant 

this favor: to whomsoever should find or possess a portion of my relics, and in whichsoever 

land he may be celebrating the memory of my martyrdom, may he never suffer from hunger 

or plague or pestilence or an untimely death or destruction from an evil man, or injury to 

crops. I pray that he may be firm in peace, salvation of soul, and health of body. I entreat that 

he enjoy plenty of wheat, oil, and wine, together with an abundance of livestock and other 

good and useful possessions...." 

- Final Prayer of St. Charalambos 

 

 
The left hand of Saint Charalambos, the Hieromartyr from Magnesia, is located in the 

Monastery of Mega Spelaion (Great Cave) in Kalavryta, Greece. It is incorrupt and in the 

perpetual priestly hand gesture of giving a blessing. 

 

Praises in Tone One 

Gather together with fervor, ye children of the Church; come forth ye all, and honor the most 

ven’rable relics of godly Charalambos, who boldly proclaimed Jesus Christ in the stadium, 

and who convicted the error of godless men as he magnified the Fashioner. 
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                            Miracle of Saint Charalambos in Filiatra (1943)  

   

     Miracle in Filiatra Celebrated on February 10 and July 19 

A modern miracle took place in the small Peloponnesian town of Filiatra in 1943, during the 

dark days of the occupation of Greece by the Germans. This miracle has moved and 

continues to move, to this day, not only the people of Filiatra but also the people of all 

Greece. 

 

From the German Headquarters in Tripoli, orders were issued to Officer Kondau (or 

Kunster), in charge in Filiatra, to burn the town, because of a sabotage that the rebels had 

instigated. The Commander was ordered to kill a certain number of notable Filiatrians, to take 

as prisoners the 1,500 other citizens, and to send them to Germany, after which it is was 

obvious they would never return. 

 

Officer Kondau, feeling no pity, in turn, gave the orders to his soldiers to follow through with 

implementing the destruction, on the following day at 6:00 in the morning. 

 

In Tripoli, the priest, Archimandrite Theodore Kotsakis, who was originally from Filiatra, 

learned of this plan. Grief and worry overcame everyone; no one knew what to do to save 

Filiatra and its people. So, the priest Theodore found someone who knew German, and 

together they went to the house of the German Officer in Tripoli. But while they waited 

outside his office, loud voices, cursing and a great upheaval were heard. A Greek woman 

pulled on the priest’s cassock, urging him to leave, so that they might not be killed there, 

right on the spot! 

 

Thereby, upon leaving, the Priest notified all the people from Filiatra who were living in 

Tripoli, to pray that night to Saint Charalambos, who was Patron Saint of Filiatra, asking him 

to intercede for the town and its people. Then the Priest Theodore closed himself in his room 

and prayed with much pain and sorrow. And the citizens of Filiatra did the same, as they had 

caught wind of something going on, themselves. 
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Saint Charalambos heard their prayers and performed the miracle! The Saint then appeared 

that night to Officer Kondau while he was sleeping. He appeared to him as a serious, old and 

dignified man of holy countenance, dressed in priestly robes and having a long white beard. 

This German conqueror, who was a Protestant, had never seen such a face or such an 

appearance ever before in his life. The solemn Elder then said to him with such sweetness: 

―Listen, my son, do not carry out the orders you were given.‖ 

 

The dream was so real that it created a great impression on him. He awakened suddenly and 

then went back to sleep, but, with determination, however, to carry out the order he was 

given. Then once again the Saint appeared to him in his sleep and said: ―That which I have 

told you to do, do it. Do not execute the order. Do not be afraid. I will make sure that you are 

not punished.‖ Again, he awakened, and the words spoken to him were whirling around in his 

mind. But it was impossible for him not to carry out the order, after all the Germans would 

execute him if he didn’t. Once again he fell asleep. And once again the solemn Elder 

appeared to him for a third time, saying: ―I told you not to be afraid. I will see to it that you 

are not punished. I will protect you and all your men. You will all return to your homes and 

nothing will happen to you.‖ 

 

At first, the Commander wanted to ignore the order of Saint Charalambos, in order to appear 

independent. But despite all his intransigence, he yielded, because afterwards, as this German 

Officer himself related, he heard in his sleep shouts and cries, as if coming from people being 

tortured right in his own courtyard. Then, real life figures appeared like women, many 

women, who were beating themselves on the heads and chests out of unbearable misfortune 

and pain. 

 

They were mourning, showing desperation, and cursing out of agony in anticipation of the 

slaughter of their children and grandchildren that was to take place. All of these voices then 

became like a big cloud that ascended on high, into the heavens, without anything falling to 

the earth. 

 

And furthermore, as he slept, the German Officer saw long black clouds that were coming out 

of his room, ascending, and casting a shadow upon the sun, with the sun trying to hide from 

the clouds as if it were a person who in turn was casting shadows on the faces of his soldiers. 

Some of soldiers were afraid, while others were asking for help as they made the sign of the 

cross. And still others were running and hiding behind the olive groves. 

 

From his fright he woke up. He tried to speak but couldn’t, rather his mouth was agape as he 

looked at the image in his dream, the old man that he saw three times in his dream who had 

the appearance of a Saint of the Orthodox church. When he came to his senses, he began 

thinking of the evil that was about to happen: the slaughter of human beings, like dogs to 

remain on the streets without burial and of houses burning in seconds which had taken 

centuries to be built! 

 

These reflections stirred him. But still he said to himself: ―I said I was going to burn this 

town and burn it I will!‖ 

 

Then he closed his eyes. And the old man, Saint Charalambos, appeared once again before 

him, in a threatening and persistent manner. In a loud and emphatic voice, the Saint said to 

him: ―Be careful! This town is not going to burn and its people are not going to be captured. 

They are innocent. Do you hear me?‖ 

 

The German Officer stood up, steadied himself, as his knees were shaking from fright and he 

picked up the telephone. With a trembling voice, he called Tripoli to speak to the German 

Commander of all Peloponesos. And when this commander tried to respond to give orders, he 

faltered. He tried to get fierce so that his orders would be carried out, but he wasn’t able to! 

So what was going on?  
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That same night he also had seen Saint Charalambos in his sleep, just as the Officer Kondau 

from Filiatra had described him on the telephone. And finally, the Commander resolutely told 

the Officer in Filiatra: ―Write this down. I am suspending the destruction of the town. Come 

immediately to see me tomorrow at noon!‖ 

 

At daybreak, the decision by the Germans to revoke the order was announced. 

 

Everywhere there were shouts of joy to be heard by the townspeople, in the cafes, in the 

square, in the streets. 

 

One battalion, then, of German soldiers with Officer Kondau and two Orthodox priests in the 

middle, walked down the street going from church to church. They started at Saint John’s, 

then Saint Nicholas’, then Saint Athanasios’ and finally headed for the Church of the 

Panagia. 

 

Officer Kondau was searching for the icon of the Saint that he saw in his dream. When they 

opened for him the door of the Church of the Panagia, he recognized among the icons, Saint 

Charalambos, whom he had seen in his dream, who had commanded him. His voice broke. 

He became ashamed of his pride. He hid his face with his hands. Shortly, he lowered them. 

And this Protestant, on bended knee, made the sign of the cross. He uttered a few prayers in 

his own language, of which the priests present were unable to interpret. 

 

Afterward, he asked the priests to tell him who this geronda (elder) depicted in the icon was. 

They related to him that it was Saint Charalambos who bore many torments for Christ. Then 

they told him of the many miracles that the Saint had performed, and still does to this day. 

 

There are no words to describe the joy felt by the people of Filiatra and their gratitude toward 

the Saint. They glorified God and they thanked Saint Charalambos for the miracle. And just 

as the Saint had told Officer Kondau, the leader of the garrison, and all his men, after the war 

was over, they returned safely to Germany and to their homes, without anyone being harmed. 

The German Officer, thus, preserved vividly the memory of this miracle and showed 

gratitude to the Saint. He hoped to return from Germany to venerate him. And in fact, after 

two years, he came with his wife to the town of Filiatra. But, on his first pilgrimage, he didn’t 

quite make it for the Feast Day of the Saint. He came one day later, on February 11th. 

 

When, however, the people of Filiatra saw him, they were so overjoyed that they celebrated 

the Feast Day all over again. They chanted the doxology; they held receptions and dinners 

and other festivities. And up until recent times this German Officer with wife and family and 

other countrymen have come on the 10th of February to the town of Filiatra to venerate and 

pay homage with faith to this Saint. In their hearts Orthodoxy had blossomed. 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_qpE5hNwi618/S3LU-0oVigI/AAAAAAAAEP8/mB7T-vX_5EE/s1600-h/filiatro.jpg
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Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone 

O wise Charalambos, you were proven an unshakable pillar of the Church of Christ; an 

evershining lamp of the universe. You shone in the world by your martyrdom. You delivered 

us from the moonless night of idolatry, O blessed One. Wherefore, boldly intercede to Christ 

that we may be saved. 

Miracle of St. Charalambos At the Polyclinic of Athens 

                                        
The following miracle occurred to Constantine Livadan, an official of the Election 

Council, when he was young. He himself relates: 
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In January 1931, I was hospitalized in the Polyclinic of Athens with a liver abscess. For four 

weeks I was tortured by a fever. Day and night I had a 38-40 degree (celsius) fever and 

terrible pains. It was decided that I should have surgery. 

 

It was the day before the feast of St. Charalambos: February 9th 1931. That night, as I was in 

a terrible condition with a great fever and lethargy, I saw a magnificent priest come to me 

with a long beard. He approached me, and not the sick person across from me, who was at 

death’s door with peritonitis. He touched my head and said: 

 

"Don’t be afraid. Tomorrow you will be completely well. You are a good boy." 

 

I asked my nearby nurse, Nun Evanthia: "Who was that Priest who came?" 

 

"There was no Priest," she responded. 

 

I related to her what occurred. She crossed herself and told me: "Tomorrow is the feast of St. 

Charalambos; you will be well." 

 

I then fell into a deep sleep. The fever began to decline from that instant. In the morning I 

was afebrile, totally well and without pains in the liver. In the morning the surgeon-professor 

N. Alivizatos and his brother Andreas (a pathologist) tested me, to get ready for the surgery. 

They studied and searched to find the liver abscess, but they couldn’t find it, neither did they 

find sclerosis or other disease of the liver (eight finger). The liver was normal! 

 

The Nun related to the Professor what happened at night. She also showed me the Icon of St. 

Charalambos, whom I recognized. It was he that I saw. The professors related in 

astonishment: 

 

"We raise our hands, and put down our knives. Today a miracle of St. Charalambos occurred 

at the Polyclinic!" 

 

Later I learned that St. Charalambos is especially a physician of infectious diseases, 

which is what I had. 

Saint Charalambos, Patron Saint of Pyrgos in Ilia 

                                         
Saint Charalambos is the protector of Pyrgos and of its Metropolis of Ilia and Oleni. On the 

feast of the saint on February 10th the people honor their patron not only through the church 

services, but also through organized cultural and folk events which create a festive 

atmosphere. The main event is the procession with the miraculous icon of the saint through 

the streets of Pyrgos after the celebratory Divine Liturgy in the Church of Saint Kyriaki. St. 

Charalambos officially became the patron saint of Pyrgos in 1946. 

 

The small church dedicated to St. Charalambos is just down the street from St. Kyriaki 
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Church and was built during Ottoman times by the Vilayet family, on the spot where the 

plague had ceased through the saints' intercessions. The icon of St. Charalambos inside this 

church was donated by the same family in 1687 which they had brought with them from 

Vela. 

 

Currently a much larger church is being built to honor St. Charalambos in Pyrgos (see here). 

 

                                       
The reason Pyrgos has St. Charalambos as its patron saint is because of the many miracles he 

has worked for the faithful in the area. Below is a list of the more famous ones. 

 

1. In 1687 the Turks with their terrible leader, Ahmet Efendi, besieged Pyrgos. After 

supplications of the inhabitants to St. Charalambos, a pestiferous sickness struck the army of 

the Efendi and many of his soldiers died, with the result being their withdrawal from the 

siege and the city being saved. 

 

2. In 1821 the Turks entered the port and besieged Pyrgos in an attempt to head towards 

Tripolitsa and wipe out the revolutionary soldiers from the area. After they burned part of the 

city, they tried to head towards the center road with carriages and their weapons. However, 

outside of the small Church of St. Charalambos, a small number of committed Greek soldiers 

were camped, who, with the help of the Saint, drove away the large number of Turks. 

Because of this the Turks would have to take other paths which would take weeks to reach 

Tripolitsa. The only pass that remained was the heroic Pousi, where the Greeks had 

organized, and as a result of the delay of the Turks at Pyrgou, the Greeks gave a fatal blow to 

the enemy. 

 

3. In 1860 St. Charalambos saved the inhabitants of Pyrgou from the terrible threat of plague. 

This sickness was disbanded by St. Charalambos after fervent prayer and supplication 

towards him. In fact the people of Pyrgos saw an astounding sight. The Saint with a staff 

drove away a white cloud like cotton into the sky until he threw it into the sea; this was the 

sickness which the Saint banished. And in other places also St. Charalambos appeared 

driving away the plague, such as in Thessaly, in Savalia, and Demetsana, where they renamed 

the Church of the Entrance of the Theotokos after St. Charalambos because of the 

wonderworking intervention of the Saint. 

 

http://www.amen.gr/index.php?mod=news&op=article&aid=4850
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4. To St. Charalambos is attributed the deliverance from the deadly threat of influenza in 

1918, from Ilia and in all Greece, from which thousands of people were dying for months in 

Greece. 

 

5. In the Italian bombing of 1941, a few hours before it occurred, a dense fog covered Pyrgos 

which resulted in the delay and eventually cancellation of the mission, and hence the 

salvation of the city. Before the Germans understood this, Pyrgos had prepared for the 

bombing. However, none of inhabitants suffered anything, because the bombs fell in 

uninhabited places and many didn't go off. This miracle was attributed to St. Charalambos. 

 

6. On March 26th 1993, a great earthquake hit Pyrgou at 2:10 p.m., divided into two quakes 

of 5.5 and 5.8 on the Richter scale, separated by a three minute gap, so the damage was not 

terrible. This dividing of the quake was a noteworthy scientific phenomenon. For a while 

before there were small vibrations at night, as a forewarning to the inhabitants to prepare for 

the time of the earthquake. At the hour of the quake, many small children with innocent eyes 

saw the ―Pappou‖ ["Grandpa"], as they called St. Charalambos, holding the homes of Pyrgos 

with extended hands so that they wouldn't fall. After the earthquake many inhabitants saw St. 

Charalambos in their sleep relating that with his intervention the great earthquake was 

separated into two smaller ones, and because of this there was a procession of the icon of the 

Saint in the city. 

 

When St. Arsenios of Cappadocia Saw St. Charalambos in the Holy Water  

 
 

"Once, on Saint Charalambos' day," Prodromos (St. Arsenios' chanter) used to say, "we went 

to the Panagia (in Kantsi) for an all-night vigil. When we got to Matins, Hatzefendis (this is 

what they called St. Arsenios) left the sanctuary so we could chant together. While we were 

chanting at the same lectern, I suddenly saw a white-haired old man at the lectern opposite, 

bent and supporting himself on a staff, and I started to tremble in awe. When Hatzefendis saw 

me trembling, he asked: 

 

'Are you cold?' 

 

And I said 'No,' and pointed to the white-haired old man opposite us. Hatzefendis was not in 

the least disturbed and said to him in Turkish: 



                                                        SAINT CHARALAMBOS 

                                                                        Page 20 of 29 

'Come and we'll chant together.' 

 

The white-haired old man did not answer, however, just made a sign for us to go on by 

ourselves. Since I was no longer paying attention to the book but kept peeping at that old 

man, and my mind was on him, this produced a hiatus and he was forced to leave. And as he 

left, we saw him disappearing into the pool of holy water and the water being splashed all 

over the church. 

 

Hatzefendis said that the white-haired old man was Saint Charalambos. 

 

We finished the Divine Liturgy and then went back to the village where I started telling what 

had happened. Many Farasiotes then went running to the Chapel of the Panagia and in all 

reverence took some holy water which had been splashed around the church through the 

Saint's miracle." 

 

After that event, Hatzefendis spent forty days in retreat in his cell and said that he was 

indisposed, and the villagers thought that he was ill. But others said that he had been 

frightened by what had happened. 

 
From Saint Arsenios of Cappadocia by Monk Paisios of the Holy Mountain, Souroti, Thessaloniki, 
1989, pp. 73-74. 

                          8 Modern Miracles Of Saint Charalambos  

                                           
Saint Charalambos was a priest of the Christians in Magnesia, the foremost city of 

Thessaly, in the diocese having the same name. He contested during the reign of 

Alexander Severus (222-235), when Lucian was Proconsul of Magnesia. At the time of 

his martyrdom the Saint was 103 years of age. 
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The following miracles are told by the nuns of St. Stephen's Monastery at Meteora of 

Thessaly, which houses the holy skull of St. Charalambos. 

1. Epidemic On Mount Athos 

Saint Charalambos has a special gift of healing pestilential diseases, and has often halted 

epidemics of typhus, cholera and the plague. In 1908 a deadly epidemic reached Mt. Athos, 

and the holy skull of the saint was taken from St. Stephen's on Meteora to the Protaton on Mt. 

Athos, where an all-night vigil was served. The epidemic halted immediately, and since then, 

each year, the monasteries celebrate an all-night vigil honoring St. Charalambos - the only 

saint besides the Mother of God to be so honored by the entire population of the Holy 

Mountain. 

 

2. Maria's Child 

In 1950, Maria Nairi's four-year-old daughter became paralyzed. Unable to help her, the 

doctors could do nothing for the child and sent her home to die. After many nights of prayer, 

Maria saw St. Charalambos in a dream, and borrowing an icon of him from her church, kept 

it in her home for forty days with a lamp lit before it. On the eve of the Feast of the Holy 

Apostles (June 30), the saint appeared to the child and healed her. The room was filled with 

an indescribable fragrance and sweet-smelling myrrh flowed from the icon. 

 

3. A Year Without Speech 

On the west coast of Greece there is a church dedicated to the saint in thanksgiving for saving 

the town from a typhoid epidemic. One year St. Charalambos' feast fell in the week before 

Great Lent. In Greece, as in other parts of the world, this week is often celebrated with a 

secular carnival. A couple, who were passing by the church on the eve of the saint's feast, 

heard the singing for the vigil. The wife wanted to go in for the service, but the husband 

blasphemed the saint and said that he would go to the carnival instead. He was immediately 

stricken dumb. His wife took him into the church where he knelt and repented, and he 

regained his speech exactly a year later, on the feast of St. Charalambos. 

 

4. Life Savings 

In 1966, a Mr. Nikolaou was returning to his native village where he planned to retire, 

carrying with him his life savings. Reaching his village, he was horrified to discover he had 

lost the money. The next morning he set off again for Piraeus, hoping somehow to trace it. 

When he reached the village of Paligoyrgos, he saw a small chapel dedicated to St. 

Charalambos and went in to beseech his aid. Immediately he heard a voice telling him to look 

under the seat of the car in which he had ridden part way home the day before. He traced the 

car and found that the money had indeed fallen under the seat. 

 

5. Endurance For Christ 

A man with an incurable and extremely painful disease prayed to St. Charalambos frequently 

and fervently to heal him. Finally one night the saint appeared and told him that his sufferings 

were much less than those endured by Christ and that it would be better for him to bear his 

illness patiently than to have it cured, because it had been sent by God to help him work out 

his salvation. 

 

6. The Novice's Sister 

In 1978, a young woman came to St. Stephen's Monastery to be a monastic. She was clothed 

as a novice, but suffered terribly during her first few months because she was torn by her 

separation from her family. Her older sister came to visit, but only made the novice's sorrow 

greater by begging her to leave the monastery. In vivid colors she painted a picture of their 

parents sitting, night after night, heavy-hearted with grief at the absence of their youngest 

daughter. That night the elder sister slept in the monastery, and towards dawn she had a 

dream of St. Charalambos, who sternly reprimanded her for trying to make her sister leave, 

saying that it would greatly harm the young girl if she gave up the monastic path. As he 

scolded her, he slapped her hard across the cheek and she woke up feeling the sting of his 
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hand. Needless to say, she obeyed, and one of the sisters who knows her says that, to this day, 

her cheek tingles from the sting of the slap. 

 

7. The Twins 

In January 1995, a woman came to visit the monastery from the town of Trikala and told the 

sisters that she had been childless for the first nineteen years of her marriage, and that doctors 

had told her she would never conceive. At the beginning of 1994, she began praying to St. 

Charalambos, who appeared to her one night in a dream and said not "You will have a child," 

but "You will have children." Two months later the woman conceived and at the end of the 

year gave birth to twin boys. She comes often now to visit the monastery with her little sons. 

 

8. The "Monastery Priest" 

In the early 1990's, a young man from the village in the area came to St. Stephen's Monastery 

with the intent to commit suicide by throwing himself off the bridge that connects the 

pinnacle of the rock to the road. He was standing on the bridge looking down into the chasm 

and preparing to jump, when an old priest came up and introduced himself as the spiritual 

father of the monastery. Although they had never met before, he began speaking to the young 

man about his life and trials, and encouraged him not to despair, promising him that God 

would help him. The young man felt an inner joy and peace. Going back to his home he 

began to attend Divine Liturgy regularly. A few weeks later he went to the monastery again 

and asked to speak to the old priest. The sister whom he met at the door told him there was no 

priest living there, that priests only came occasionally from the outside to serve Divine 

Liturgy, nor had there been any priest there on the day he mentioned. She asked him what the 

old priest had looked like, and he described in detail - St. Charalambos. 

 

                              
                                              Apolytikion in the Fourth Tone 

O wise Charalambos, you were proven an unshakable pillar of the Church of Christ; an 

ever-shining lamp of the universe. You shone in the world by your martyrdom. You 

delivered us from the moonless night of idolatry O blessed one. Wherefore, boldly 

intercede to Christ that we may be saved. 

 

                                        Kontakion in the Fourth Tone 

O Priest-martyr, athlete, champion Charalambos, your relics are a priceless treasure of 

the Church. Wherefore she rejoices, glorifying the Creator. 
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              The healing of Elder Iakovos Tsalikis by St. Charalambos  

 
St. Charalambos the Hieromartyr (source) 

    

"Once," as Elder Iakovos Tsalikis related: "When I was a small child, I suffered a severe 

cold, as I was struck bed-bound with great shortness of breath and terrible pain in the left side 

of my chest. 

 

There was no doctor in the village, and our only refuge was God and His Saints. We had in 

our home a small silver icon of St. Charalambos--it was wonderworking--over 600 years old, 

and we had brought it from Asia Minor as a family heirloom. 

 

My mother therefore, offered much prayer and prostrations, entreating the Saint. Then, I saw 

the hand of a Priest, from the wrist down, pass over my head, and descend to my chest where 

I was having pain, and make the sign of the cross over my and pat my head. Immediately, the 

pain passed along with the shortness of breath, and I became well. I told me mother: 

 

"Mother, I saw the hand of a Priest cross me and pat me on the head, and now I'm fine. It all 

passed." I even told her with such detail, even about the hair on the wrist, as I saw it. 

 

"My child," my mother said, "it was St. Charalambos, who came to heal you. You should 

remember this day forever (it was the feast of the Holy Apostle Thomas) when the miracle 

happened, because you were dead, and resurrected." 

    

(amateur translation of text from source) 

    

https://inevagelistrias.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/ceacceb3ceb9cebfcf82-cf87ceb1cf81ceaccebbceb1cebccf80cebfcf82.jpg
http://www.agioritikovima.gr/thavmata/item/53774-%CE%BF-%CE%AC%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%BF%CF%82-%CF%87%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%AC%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%BC%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%82-%CE%B8%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1%CF%80%CE%B5%CF%8D%CE%B5%CE%B9-%CF%84%CE%BF%CE%BD-%CE%B3%CE%AD%CF%81%CE%BF%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B1-%CE%B9%CE%AC%CE%BA%CF%89%CE%B2%CE%BF-%CF%84%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%AF%CE%BA%CE%B7
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Elder Iakovos Tsalikis 

    

Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us 

and save us! Amen! 

                         Saint Charalambos and the Demon Possessed  

 
Many of the weighty difficulties which befall man have their cause, known or unknown, in 

his past. However, the causes of these weighty difficulties, let us say mental disorders, are 

nothing else than the transgression of the moral law of God. 

When St. Charalambos was being tortured, the persecuting emperor found out about his 

miracle-working power and ordered an insane man to be brought to Charalambos so that the  

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-jK51fY5Am7c/VOALFexonJI/AAAAAAAAJdY/PcN-o_CWpGw/s1600/gerondas_Iakovos.jpg
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emperor could be convinced that Charalambos could heal him. The devil tormented this man 

for thirty-five years driving him into the wilderness and hills and hurling him into mud or into 

gorges.  

When this deranged person approached Charalambos, the demon sensed a sweet-smelling 

fragrance emanating from this holy man and shouted: "I beg you, O servant of God, do not 

torment me before my time, rather command me and I will depart and, if you wish, I will tell 

you how it came about that I entered into this man." The saint commanded the demon to 

relate the story. The demon said: "This man wanted to steal from his neighbor and thought to 

himself: `If I don't kill the man first, I will not be able to seize his goods.' He proceeded and 

killed his neighbor. Having caught him in the act, I entered him and behold for thirty-four 

years I dwelt in him." Upon hearing this, the saint of God commanded the demon to depart 

from the man immediately and to leave him in peace. The demon departed and the demented 

man was restored to health and became tranquil. 

- St. Nikolai Velimirovich, Prologue 

 

 
 

In the video posted here, Elder Dorotheos of Kornofolias Monastery in Soufli speaks about 

St. Charalambos and his miraculous power. This monastery has in its possession the incorrupt 

right leg of the saint. At about the 4:30 mark a woman who is demon possessed in the 

audience makes itself known. The Elder urges her to venerate either the relic or icon of St. 

Charalambos, but she refuses saying "I will not venerate" and she leaves. 

 
 

http://apantaortodoxias.blogspot.com/2009/12/blog-post_6308.html
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                                                 Kontakion in the Fourth Tone 

O Hieromartyr, athlete, champion Charalambos, your relics are a priceless treasure of the 

Church. Wherefore she rejoices, glorifying the Creator. 

 

                        The Holy Martyrs Charalambos and Marina 

The Hieromartyr Haralambos and the great martyr Marina. Saint Charalambos holds the 

gospel in his left hand and blesses with his right hand and Saint Marina is holding in her left 

hand, her cross of martyrdom and with her right shows her refusal to renounce her faith in 

Christ. The reason is unknown reason of the performance of both these people in the same 

portable image. The icon is from the 18th century. 

                               St. Charalambos and the Sacrifice of the Bull  

                               
The Municipality of Agia Paraskevi is situated in the center of the island of Lesvos, among 

the hills and close to the plain of Kalloni. Agriculture and cattle raising are the main income 

sources of the Municipality. 

 

The Municipality of Agia Paraskevi is famous for the "Religious Festival of Tavros". This 

festival is the most important popular activity of the village of Agia Paraskevi and it 

combines a variety of happenings that regard the ritual of the bull's (tavros) sacrifice. An 

agricultural group called "Το Ιζνάθι ηων Ζευγάδων" (Agricultural Association "The 

Progress") revived this ancient custom in 1774. It was established as a reverence to St 

http://www.e-lesvos.com/en-d-agparaskeyhs.htm
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Charalambos, the protector of this agricultural group (Το Ιζνάθι) that organizes this festival 

(St. Charalambos is the patron saint of ploughmen). 

 

The festival is linked to an old story: "During the period of Turkish occupation, a Turk stole a 

bull. Each time he tried to kill it, a bright light shone in his eyes, until eventually, he gave the 

bull back." 

 

The incomes of this celebration are used for the inhabitants' common profit. The activities 

that take place during the celebration of this festival are the following: 

 

                                       
The inhabitants gather the necessary materials (wheat etc.) for the preparation of the 

traditional meal ("kiskek"). The carrying of the decorated bull around the village takes place 

with the participation of the local orchestra. The pilgrims ride decorated horses accompanied 

by the local traditional orchestra. Sacrifice of the bull takes place at the chapel of St 

Charalambos situated at the evergreen mountain of Tavros that rests nearly 30 minutes 

outside of the village in a remote location. 

Throughout the night, preparation of the traditional meal is accompanied by popular dances. 

The inhabitants return to the village, where a parade of horses and horse races take place. 

Amusement at the central square of the village takes place with the visitors' participation. On 

the last night of the festival, local inhabitants have fun until the next morning. 

 

These festivals that take place at the village of Agia Paraskevi last for several days; they start 

from Friday and last until Monday, usually in the middle of June. The dances and the songs 

as well as the popular orchestras that play traditional music from Lesvos and from the village 

of Agia Paraskevi and Asia Minor are of a great importance at those festivals. The Religious 

Festival of Tavros takes place at the end of the spring and coincides with the preparation of 

the harvest.  
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                           Saint Charalambos Celebrated In Bulgaria  

                          
                                                  February 10, 2011   

On St. Charalambos' Day, sick or blind people go to church and pray for healing. According 

to traditional concepts, St. Charalambos is the lord of all illnesses, especially the plague. 

Doing any housework is strictly forbidden that day, because of the fear of any coming illness. 

Women are only allowed to bake round bread and decorate it with a cross in the middle and a 

large wreath at the edge for health. Honey is consecrated in the local church and then all the 

bread is coated with that honey. The rest of the honey is kept in the house as a remedy. 

According to the belief, St. Charalambos blesses the land and it gets warmer and ready to be 

cultivated. 

 

                                 
                                 By Rob Sharp February 12, 2008   The Independent 

They've been busy as the proverbial bees in Bulgaria, as this picture of a dimly lit vigil 

shows. If you look closely at the jars amid the candles at this church 60 miles south of the 

country's capital, Sofia, you'll see they contain something rather sweet. It's the town's honey 

harvest, and it is the focus of a religious festival that pays homage to the hardest-working of 

insects. 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art/features/picture-post-praise-bee--a-mass-for-st-haralambos-780975.html
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The annual event takes place in the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin church in the town of 

Blagoevgrad (try saying that with a mouth full of toast and honey), and its Orthodox residents 

are offering praise to Saint Charalambos, a patron saint of apiarists – or beekeepers. Locals 

say a holy mass for "the sanctification of honey" and cover their bread with the anointed 

spread. Soon afterwards, all being well, the weather gets warmer and the land is ready to be 

cultivated. People here also say honey has healing properties. 

 

The Bulgarians' prayers are probably needed because, in global terms, bees are in crisis. 

Where once the earth was well stocked with the fuzzy little critters, experts now say the 

insects are being struck down by illness. And there are implications more serious than just a 

shortage of honey; many crops (such as cotton and oilseed rape) depend on honey bees to 

pollinate them. Experts claim it is the result of Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), a kind of 

foot-and-mouth-style affliction hitting bee populations. 

 

At the weekend, John Chapple, the chairman of the London Beekeepers Association, said: 

"Without bees, life as we know it will not exist." Let's hope the Bulgarians' prayers were 

heard. 

 

Read also: BEEKEEPING IN BULGARIA: TRADITIONS AND HABITS 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adventureflair.com/feast-st-haralambos/

